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The Invisible Green Hand

About the Mercatus Policy Series

The objective of the Mercatus Policy Series is to help policy makers, scholars, and others involved in  
the policy process make more effective decisions by incorporating insights from sound interdisciplinary 
research. The series aims to bridge the gap between advances in scholarship and the practical  
requirements of policy through four types of studies: 

Policy Primers present an accessible explanation of fundamental economic ideas necessary to the  
practice of sound policy.

Policy Resources present a more in depth, yet still accessible introduction to the basic elements 		
of government processes or specific policy areas. 

Policy Comments present an analysis of a specific policy situation that Mercatus scholars have 		
explored and provide advice on potential policy changes.

Country Briefs present an institutional perspective of critical issues facing countries in which 	  
Mercatus scholars have worked and provide direction for policy improvements.
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Andrew Reed, Author
Andrew Reed received his post-secondary education at the University of Toronto, the University of Surrey, and the 
University of Barcelona. He interrupted his studies to become the Agricultural Economist at the multinational Bank of 
Nova Scotia and went on to work internationally in the automotive components, diesel engine and farm machinery busi-
nesses of Varity Corporation.  Since 1994 he has published a number of papers on the agricultural policy issues faced by 
the “transitional” economies of the former Soviet Union based on both his academic work on Soviet agricultural policy 
and subsequent direct involvement with foreign-funded projects in several former Soviet republics, including a two year 
stint in the Russian Ministry of Agriculture. His research interests include the lessons to be learned from the collapse of 
the Soviet Union and the economic, social, and environmental impacts of agricultural policies. He is currently completing 
his PhD at Queen Mary College, University of London, where his dissertation examines the consequences of policies 
affecting agriculture in Canada’s prairie provinces. 

Pierre Desrochers, Author
Pierre Desrochers is an affiliated scholar with the Mercatus Center and associate professor of geography at the University 
of Toronto. His main research interests are economic development, technological change and business-environment 
interactions. He has published widely on these and other topics. He maintains a detailed website at http://geog.utm.
utoronto.ca/desrochers/.

About the Mercatus Center

The Mercatus Center at George Mason University is a research, education, and outreach organization that works with 
scholars, policy experts, and government officials to connect academic learning and real world practice.  

The mission of Mercatus is to promote sound interdisciplinary research and application in the humane sciences that 
integrates theory and practice to produce solutions that advance in a sustainable way a free, prosperous, and civil soci-
ety. Mercatus’s research and outreach programs, Capitol Hill Campus, Government Accountability Project, Regulatory 
Studies Program, Social Change Project, and Global Prosperity Initiative, support this mission.

The Mercatus Center is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization. The ideas presented in this series do not represent an 
official position of George Mason University. 
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